
USDA Researchers Introduce 
Parasite Treatment

USDA/Agricultural Research 
Service

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Agricultural Research 
Service announced in December 
a groundbreaking treatment that 
prevents anemia, weight loss, poor 
wool and meat production, and 
even death in sheep.

ARS researchers partnered with 
Virginia Tech and the University 
of Massachusetts’ Medical School 
to solve H. contortus parasite 
infection, which also happens to 
be a challenging health problem 
in the American sheep industry. 
The parasite infects the stomach of 
ruminant mammals, feeding and 
interfering with digestion, before 

ultimately affecting the animal’s 
overall health and stability.

“The H. contortus parasite has 
developed resistance to virtually 
all known classes of anti-parasitic 
drugs,” said ARS Researcher Dr. 
Joseph Urban, who led the research 
team in testing and implementation 
of a para-probiotic treatment 
to kill the parasite that causes 
H.contortus.

The worm parasite mates within 
the animal and its fertilized 
eggs pass through the animal’s 
waste into the soil. The larvae 
then develop to re-infect other 
unsuspecting animals, spreading 
the infection throughout a pasture 
and creating a cycle of infection 
that hinders animal growth, 
development and production.
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Letter  from the President - Mike Osguthorpe, UWGA President

And just like that, it is shearing season and lambing season is close on it's heels. This spring season everything we do 
is so critical; be sure to keep yourselves and your family safe and healthy. Don't drive drowsy. It is always better to 
pull over and take a nap if you need it and arrive alive. Wash your hands and carry hand sanitizer in the car. Utah still 
has a high rate of COVID transmissions so take precautionary measures to protect yourself, your family, and your 
workers. This includes shearing crews. If you or anyone on your operation has COVID symptoms it is best to isolate 
from the shearing crews so we don't accidentally take down a crew or spread COVID in rural areas across the state. It 
is a busy time of year and it is important that each and every one of you make it through and continue to sustainably 
provide food and fiber for this nation and the world. If you run into trouble, let us know and we will find a way  
to help. 

The UWGA has been very busy working for you. We have been meeting with our state legislators, our 
Representatives, Senators, and their staffers. We have been meeting with UDAF, Utah DWR, the PLC and ASI. We 
are pleased to announce that Allen Olsen has been appointed to the State Predator Board, replacing Steve Osguthorpe 
who we owe our profound thanks for his years of service. 

As you know, Utah is experiencing extreme drought conditions (for more on that visit https://droughtmonitor.unl.
edu). Many of you are already hauling water. We have been in constant contact with the BLM and USFS. So far every 
forest in the state, except for the Wasatch Cache, is prepping for drought, as our are BLM allotments. This might 
mean drought related reductions and some of you have already gotten letters to that effect. They have assured us that 
any changes will be made by the range con on the ground with thoughtful input from the producers instead of blanket 
cuts across the board.  Keep praying for moisture and remember that this too shall pass. As we have been watching 
the markets closely, it appears that the lamb and wool markets are on the rise .We are hopeful and we pray for that to 
continue so we can start to heal from the devastating affects of COVID on the 2020 crops. Keep smiling. -Mike

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu


U T A H  W O O L  G R O W E R

U T A H W O O L G R O W E R S . C O M   •   W I N T E R  2 0 2 0 3

- Mike Osguthorpe, UWGA President

westernagcredit.com 

MONEY TO GROW ON 

Do you need operating cash fast?

You can get you money faster                                 
with our industry-leading 

turnaround times.
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Craig W. Buttars, has been appointed as the new Commissioner of the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food. He most 
recently served as the Cache County Executive for the past six years. Early in his married life he became involved in the Utah 
Farm Bureau and served there as the State Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee Chairman and later the Cache County Farm 
Bureau President. These experiences led to an opportunity to run for the state Legislature in 1996, at which time he was elected to 
represent Utah House District #3. He served in the State Legislature for 10 years, from 1997 to 2006. While in the Legislature, he 
chaired two House standing committees, the House Government Operations and Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment. 
He was a member of the Natural Resources and Environment Appropriations Committee for eight years.

After his legislative service, he was elected to the Cache County Council representing the North District of Cache County. Buttars 
remained on the County Council from 2008 to 2014. He was elected Cache County Executive in 2014 and has been serving there 
since 2015. Buttars has been awarded the Legislative Distinguished Service Award by the Utah Farm Bureau as well as other 
awards from the Future Farmers of America, Boy Scouts of America and the Richmond Black and White Days.

Buttars is a lifelong resident of Cache County. He attended Ricks College (BYU-I) and Bridgerland Area Vocational Center 
(Bridgerland Technical College). He spent the majority of his career as a dairy farmer prior to becoming County Executive at 
which time he sold the dairy operation to his brother and nephew. He lives in Smithfield with his wife Shara. They have three 
children and nine grandchildren. We are happy to welcome him on board and can't wait to convert him to our sheepy ways. 

UDAF Welcomes Commissioner Craig Buttars
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Just a reminder as we head into to flying season, please take time to teach or instruct the herders to point toward areas 
of coyote trouble or activity for the plane.  Often times the plane will fly over the herders, and while we appreciate 
a friendly wave, we would prefer they point us toward areas we are likely to encounter their problem coyotes.  This 
could be areas of recent loss, actual coyote sightings, suspected den sites, or most often just the direction they have 
heard coyotes howling each night.  Since we fly over fast and at some distance, it is best to teach them to use their 
whole arm to point.  If a herder has more than one probable area, give the plane the most likely direction first, 
followed by a quick second direction shortly after the first.  If a herder is unsure of the exact line, have the herder 
use both arms and make a wedge toward the general area.  This will give the pilots a good starting point.  Don’t be 
frustrated if the planes first pass isn’t right over the herder, often times the trapper on the ground has given the plane 
specific search areas or instructions as well.  The pilot may also avoid a direct pass over a rider mounted horse or an 
approach from the horse’s rump until the pilot has seen the reaction of the horse to the planes presence. 

– Wildlife Services

Tips From A Trapper



U T A H  W O O L  G R O W E R

U T A H W O O L G R O W E R S . C O M   •   W I N T E R  2 0 2 0 7

Cory V

Tom H

Ty W

Keith W

Danny A

Brent S

Jeff P

Kip J

Luke O

Bruce R

Tyler B

Braxten A

Preston N

Brian S

D
ar

re
n 

R

Cory F

Ka
yo

 W
KellyJoe W

Mike
 G

SLC Office

Jared O

Utah Wildlife Services
Winter District Map 2020



U T A H  W O O L  G R O W E R

T H E  U T A H  W O O L  G R O W E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N8

MITIGATION PROGRAMS

Within 72 hours:
• Owner, immediate family member or employee may kill offending animal 
• Notify USDA Wildlife Services who may kill the animal 
• Contact DWR who can authorize a hunter to kill the animal 

• USDA Wildlife Services verifies chronic losses 
• DWR regional office may issue depredation 

• Predator control incentive payments up to 
$50 for each coyote killed (see DWR website 

• Landowner or lessee contact DWR within 72 

Compensation is available for value of losses 
confirmed by USDA Wildlife Services for 
livestock lost to cougars, bears, wolves and 
eagles 

PREDATOR 

For chronic cougar situations For bear damage to commercial crops

For cougars or bears harassing, chasing, disturbing, harming, attacking or killing livestock

Coyotes Compensation 

permits to kill cougars to:
» Livestock owner or designee 

hours of damage 
• Chronic losses confirmed by DWR 
• DWR may issue control permits to kill bears to:

» Landowner or designee 
» May not charge hunter money to remove 

the bear 
» Any bear killed must be turned in to DWR 

» Producer may not charge a hunter money 

for details) 

• DWR Contracts with USDA Wildlife 
Services and private contractors for coyote 
management to protect deer 

within 48 hours 

to remove the cougar 
» Any cougars killed must be turned in 

to DWR within 72 hours 
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Utah Grazing Working Groups
With the ongoing pandemic and the State of Utah’s rules for meetings during the pandemic, We don’t see any 
practical way to hold the Grazing working group meetings with Ranchers and Agency Personnel this winter.  We will 
look forward to meeting again when the Pandemic is over and things are back to normal.  In the meantime, if you 
have an issue that needs immediate attention please get with your local GIP Coordinator or call or email Troy Forrest 
at 435-279-3603 or tforrest@utah.gov. 
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Know a Utah farmer, rancher or forestland owner who goes above and beyond in the care and management of natural 
resources? Nominate them for the 2021 Utah Leopold Conservation Award.

Sand County Foundation and national sponsor American Farmland Trust present the Leopold Conservation Award to 
private landowners in 22 states for extraordinary achievement in voluntary conservation. In Utah, the $10,000 award 
is presented with Utah Farm Bureau Federation, Western AgCredit, The Utah Wool Growers Association, and Utah 
Cattlemen’s Association.

Given in honor of renowned conservationist Aldo Leopold, the award recognizes landowners who inspire others 
with their dedication to land, water and wildlife habitat management on private, working land. In his influential 1949 
book, A Sand County Almanac, Leopold called for an ethical relationship between people and the land they own and 
manage.

Nominations may be submitted on behalf of a landowner, or landowners may nominate themselves. Applications are 
reviewed by an independent panel of agricultural and conservation leaders.

The application deadline date is August 5, 2021. Applications can be emailed to award@sandcountyfoundation.org. 
If mailed, applications must be postmarked by August 5, and mailed to: Leopold Conservation Award c/o Utah Farm 
Bureau Federation 9865 S. State Street, Sandy, UT 84070. 

The application can be found at www.sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA.

“The wise use of our resources and care for the land are always on the mind for Utah’s farmers and ranchers,” said 
Ron Gibson, Utah Farm Bureau Federation President. “I’m proud of the great efforts of Utah’s farmers and ranchers 
to take care of the land. I look forward to recognizing them for what they’ve been doing, and will continue to do, with 
this prestigious award.”

“Utah farmers and ranchers do an amazing job of caring for their lands and natural resources,” said Brent Tanner, 
executive vice president of the Utah Cattlemen’s Association. “The Leopold Conservation Award demonstrates that 
Utah farmers and ranchers are stewards of the land and truly care for the environment.”

“As a national sponsor for Sand County Foundation’s Leopold Conservation Award, American Farmland Trust 
celebrates the hard work and dedication of farmers, ranchers and forestland owners,” said John Piotti, AFT President 
and CEO. “At AFT we believe that conservation in agriculture requires a focus on the land, the practices and the 
people and this award recognizes the integral role of all three.”

“Recipients of this award are real life examples of conservation-minded agriculture,” said Kevin McAleese, Sand 
County Foundation President and Chief Executive Officer. “These hard-working families are essential to our 
environment, food system and rural economy.”

The Leopold Conservation Award Program in Utah is made possible thanks to the generous support of American 
Farmland Trust, Utah Farm Bureau Federation, Western AgCredit, Utah Cattlemen’s Association, Sand County 
Foundation, The Nature Conservancy in Utah, Producers Livestock Marketing Association, Utah Wool Growers 
Association, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, and the Utah Association of Conservation Districts.

The Utah Leopold Conservation Award will be presented at the Utah Farm Bureau Federation’s Annual Meeting in 
November.

The first Utah Leopold Conservation Award recipient was selected in 2007. Half Circle Cross Ranch of Coalville 
received the award in 2020.

For more information on the award, visit www.leopoldconservationaward.org.

UTAH LEOPOLD CONSERVATION AWARD SEEKS NOMINEES

http://www.sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA
http://www.leopoldconservationaward.org


U T A H  W O O L  G R O W E R

U T A H W O O L G R O W E R S . C O M   •   W I N T E R  2 0 2 0 11

If foot and mouth disease (FMD) is found in United States livestock, Regulatory Officials will limit the movement of 
animals and animal products to try and control the spread of this very contagious animal disease.

Foot and mouth disease (FMD) is not a public health or food safety concern. Meat and milk are safe to eat and drink.

The Secure Sheep and Wool Supply (SSWS) Plan for Continuity of Business provides opportunities to voluntarily 
prepare before an FMD outbreak. This will better position premises with sheep that have no evidence of infection to:

Limit exposure of their animals through enhanced biosecurity,

Move animals to processing or another premises under a movement permit issued by Regulatory Officials, and

Maintain business continuity for the sheep industry, including producers, haulers, packers and wool processors during 
an FMD outbreak. Visit https://securesheepwool.org for more information. 

SSWS Plan for Continuity of Business

https://securesheepwool.org/ 
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2019

Secure Sheep and Wool Supply Plan
In the Event of a Foot and Mouth Disease Outbreak

www.securesheepwool.org

Why is the Secure Sheep and Wool Supply 
Plan needed? 

• Help operations in Control Areas whose sheep 
have no signs of FMD continue to move sheep

• Limit lost income for operations, haulers,   
packers/processors, and grocers

• Maintain the supply of meat and wool 
products to consumers

How can you voluntarily participate in the 
Secure Sheep and Wool Supply Plan? 

• Contact your State Animal Health Official to 
request a Premises Identification Number (PIN)

• Visit the Secure Sheep and Wool Supply website 
securesheepwool.org

• Develop your operation’s SSWS Plan using the 
materials available

How will the U.S. respond to a Foot and 
Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak?

• Response will focus on stopping the spread  
of this animal disease

• Control Areas will be set up around FMD         
infected and surrounding operations

• Movement restrictions will be put in place  
for animals and animal products in   
Control Areas

What is the Secure Sheep and Wool  
Supply Plan? 

• Provides a workable business continuity plan for 
operations that are under movement restrictions 
but not infected with foot and mouth disease (FMD)

• Offers movement guidance for producers, 
haulers, packing/processing plants, and officials 
managing the outbreak 

• Provides biosecurity and surveillance guidance 
for producers 

The Secure Sheep and Wool Supply Plan is funded by the American Sheep Industry Association.

Business Continuity 

Biosecurity Surveillance

Movement Guidance
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INGREDIENTS

    American Lamb Shoulder Chunks:
• 2 Tablespoons unsalted butter
• 1.5 lbs American Lamb Shoulder, 

cut unto an inch chunks
•  1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/2 teaspoon black pepper
• 1 teaspoon oregano
• 1/2 tablespoon onion flakes
• 1/4 teaspoon allspice
• 1 tablespoon chopped mint
• 1 tablespoon thyme leaves 

 
Cheese Fondue:

• 1 whole garlic clove peeled and 
top cut off

• 1 cup liquid (white wine, stock, or 
a combo of both)

• 1 teaspoon lemon juice
• 1 lb grated cheese ( 3 cups total 

of 1 cup fontina, 1 cup provolone, 
1/2 cup asiago and 1/2 cup 
parmesan cheese)

• 1/8 teaspoon salt
• 2 tablespoons cornstarch 

 
Cheese Fondue Dippers:

•  American Lamb Shoulder  
Chunks (above)

• 2 cups croutons
• 2 cups broccoli florets
• 2 apples
• 1 cup grapes
• 1 persimmon

DIRECTIONS

Start by preparing the American Lamb chunks. Place all ingredients (except 
butter) in a bowl and toss well.

Heat a cast iron or any skillet over high heat and add in the butter.

Add the lamb shoulder chunks one at time without crowding the pan, and 
sear the chunks for 2-3 minutes on each side until seared beautifully with a 
crispy crust. Add the fresh herbs and cover the pan, set aside.

Make the cheese fondue. rub the pan with the cut off side of the garlic clove 
all over to infuse the garlic flavor into the pan. Remove the garlic clove and 
set aside.

Add the liquid and lemon juice, and cover the pot. Bring to a boil.

Once it boils, lower the heat to medium low and add in the remaining 
ingredients. Use a whisk to melt in the cheese and cook the cornstarch for 
6-8 minutes.

Take the fondue serving pot or bowl and rub the insides of it with the same 
cut off part of the garlic clove. Pour the ready cheese fondue in to the bowl/
pot and set over a stand with tea candle underneath.

Arrange the dippers and serve with the cheese fondue.

For more delicious recipes like this visit americanlamb.com.

Cheese Fondue 

With American 

Lamb Dippers

WESTERN 
RANGE CAMPS 

Has Purchased the Assets of: � Timberline \\!:5, RANGE CAMPSrv f-

Great Sheep Camps - Made to Last, with a Smile! 

(f)��fl!�!i 
www. western ra ngeca m p.co m 

1145 S. Blackhawk Rd, Mt Pleasant UT 84647 

CALL US TODAY! 435.462.5300 

http://americanlamb.com
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Risk Management Tools
Pasture, Rangeland, Forage

Offsets the cost of additional feed
expenses due to lack of rainfall.

Livestock Risk Protection
Flexible price risk protection

for livestock.

Pasture Fire Insurance
Cost-effective grass fire coverage.

Aaron Tattersall 
aaron.tattersall@cropins.net

Tait Berlier
tait.berlier@cropins.net

(303) 539-9300
6130 Greenwood Plaza Blvd, Suite 110

Greenwood Village, CO 80111
AgRiskAdvisors.com

PROTECT  YOUR PELT

Ask about recent changes!

With you... No matter the weather.

The information contained herein is not an offer to sell insurance.  No binder, insurance policy, change, addition, and/or deletion to insurance coverage will be effective unless 
and until confirmed directly with a licensed agent.  Please note any proposal of insurance we may present to you will be based upon the values developed and exposures to 
loss disclosed to us by you.  All coverages are subject to the terms, conditions and exclusions of the actual policy issued. Not all policies or coverages may be available in every state.
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Q. What tissues can be used for scrapie testing?

A. The only diagnostic tests currently available to determine if a sheep or goat has scrapie require brain or lymphoid 
tissue (lymph nodes, tonsil, third eyelid, or rectoanal lymphoid tissue). Brain or lymphoid tissues may be collected 
from dead animals. Lymphoid tissues may be collected from dead animals or through biopsy of live animals.

Q. How is a scrapie infection determined?

A. Infection with the scrapie agent is determined by the detection of abnormal prion protein accumulation in nervous 
tissue and/or lymphoreticular tissues and/or histopathologic lesions in central nervous tissues.

Q. What are the scrapie confirmatory tests?

A. The abnormal prion protein can be detected by the use an approved screening:

• Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)

• Western-blot

• Performing immunohistochemistry (IHC) on CNS and/or lymphoid tissues (i.e. third eyelid or rectoanal lymphoid 
tissue, tonsil or lymph node, obex, cerebellum or other brain tissue).

Q. Who conducts the scrapie testing?

A. Scrapie tests are conducted at the National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) or at an APHIS-contract 
laboratory. A case must be confirmed positive by NVSL or a laboratory to which NVSL has referred a case for such 
testing. 

Q. Who can collect samples for scrapie testing?

• Producers

• Accredited Veterinarians

• APHIS representatives and State animal health employees

Q. How do I, or my accredited veterinarian, collect samples for scrapie testing?

• Producers can remove and submit whole heads.

• Accredited veterinarians can either remove and submit whole heads or collect and submit specified tissues.

Q. Who will pay for the supplies, shipping boxes and labels required for submission and for testing the 
samples?

• APHIS provides shipping boxes and labels for the submission of heads or tissues for scrapie testing at no cost to the 
producers or accredited veterinarians.

• Labels are preprinted so shipping expenses are billed to USDA.

• APHIS will pay for scrapie testing of up to 30 animals per flock per year.

Questions and Answers: Testing For Scrapie
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Q. Where do I ship the samples?

• Whole heads. Ship the cooler containing the head with frozen cold packs overnight to Remington Locker, the 
Veterinary Services (VS) sample collection facility. Be sure to inform the facility of the shipment’s delivery date.

Shipping Address

Veterinary Services 
Remington Facility 
18795 S 580 W 
Remington, IN 47977

(Or as directed by your VS Contact)

Phone and E-mail Address 
Phone: (317) 347-3100 
Fax: (219) 261-2357 
Remington.Locker@aphis.usda.gov

• All Other Samples. Ship tissue samples overnight to an APHIS-contract laboratory.

Contact the VS Office for your State for submission instructions and for which laboratory

to send samples to.

Q. Whom do I contact with my questions regarding shipping or supplies?

• To request a box or for more information on scrapie or the eradication program contact the VS Office for your State 
or the Designated Scrapie Epidemiologist in your state.

• VS Area Offices can also be reached through the toll free number, 866-873-2824.

Learn More

For more information on Scrapie, please visit USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection

Service Website at www.aphis.usda.gov. Click on “Animal Health,” then “Animal Disease

Information,” and then “Scrapie”.

Farm & Fence 
Solutions! 

Ask for our FREE catalogs!

premier1supplies.com
800-282-6631  •  Washington, IA
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Contact: Will Hart Griggs – Manager

435-843-4284 (Office) 
801-201-9706 (Cell)
435-843-4286 (Fax)

utahwool@getbeehive.net  
utahwool.com

55 South Iron Street, Suite 2, 
Tooele, Utah 84074

“This is a major problem, and the newly-developed treatment is derived from bacteria normally found in the soil that 
can produce a protein that binds to receptors in the intestine of the parasite,” said Urban. “The treatment will then kill 
the parasites and reduce debilitating infection in adult sheep.”

“When the treatment was given to infected sheep at Virginia Tech, there was a rapid and dramatic reduction of 
parasite reproduction and survival, without any negative effect observed in the sheep,” said Dr. Anne Zajac, professor 
of parasitology at Virginia Tech’s Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine.

Para-probiotics are “inactive probiotics,” or good bacteria that can still provide health benefits. Despite the growing 
interest in para-probiotic use, these types of treatments are not commercially available. The treatments are currently 
under review by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and will likely be commercially produced in large amounts 
once approved. This will help to protect an even larger population of animals across the country.

“Para-probiotics represent a new evolution and hope in dealing with a malignant and pervasive parasite,” said Dr. 
Raffi Aroian, a professor in the Molecular Medicine program at the University of Massachusetts’ Medical School. 
“The development of new therapeutics for this issue has been extremely difficult to come by, and I look forward to 
watching this new advancement unfold in the global and domestic industry.”

This project was supported by the National Institutes of Health/National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
and an Agriculture and Food Research Initiative Competitive Grant from USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture.

Read more about the treatment in the International Journal for Parasitology: Drugs and Drug Resistance at 
ScienceDirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211320720300464.

...USDA from page 1

http:// ScienceDirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211320720300464
http:// ScienceDirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211320720300464
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ASI Elects New Leadership at 
Annual Convention

Following one of the most 
difficult years in the history of the 
American sheep industry, Susan 
Shultz of Ohio has been elected 
to lead the American Sheep 
Industry Association as its next 
president. Shultz was unanimously 
elected during the final day of the 
sheep industry’s 156th Annual 
Convention on Jan. 29. 

Shultz had served as vice 
president the past two years 
and as secretary/treasurer the 
two years prior to that. Also 
moving up the officer chain was 
Wyoming’s Brad Boner, who was 
elected vice president after two 
years as secretary/treasurer. The 
two are joined by newly elected 
secretary/treasurer Ben Lehfeldt 
of Montana. Benny Cox of Texas 
moves into the past president 
position, replacing Mike Corn 
of New Mexico to round out the 
association’s slate of officers for 
the next two years.

“I’m so proud to serve as ASI 
president,” said Shultz. “It’s such 
a special accomplishment for both 
Bill (her husband) and I because 
the sheep industry has always 
been such a special part of our 
lives. I welcome the opportunity 
to give back to an industry that 
has given so much to me all these 
years.”

Shultz operates Bunker Hill Farm 
with Bill, and their son, Joe, in 
DeGraff, Ohio. The family raises 
Suffolks these days, but the farm 
traces back to the 1930s and has 
been home to Shropshires and 
Rambouillets in the past. As an 
active participant in the National 
Sheep Improvement Program 
and former chair of ASI’s Let’s 
Grow Committee, Shultz has 
shown a dedication to embracing 

Ramblings
technology (including the use 
of estimated breeding values) to 
continue to improve the American 
sheep industry. As a seedstock 
producer, Shultz and Bunker 
Hill Farm produce black-faced 
terminal sires for the heavy, lean 
lamb market. Terminal sires from 
the farm have been used all across 
the United States, including by 
a contingent of Western range 
operators.

“I think we’ve done a good job in 
recent years of really engaging all 
of the Executive Board members 
in guiding our industry. These 
men and women are such a wealth 
of knowledge of all aspects of 
the industry. We’ve also seen 
an increase in the number of 
producers in recent years – many 
of whom come to our industry 
without an extensive sheep or 
livestock background. So, there’s 
a real need out there for education. 
We also need to lead our industry 
into opportunities to increase 
profits and provide for continued 
growth.”

Boner is a past president of 
the Wyoming Wool Growers 
Association who previously 
served as the Region VII director 
to the ASI Executive Board. In 
that capacity he represented Idaho, 
Montana and Wyoming within the 
association. He left that position 
in 2019 when he was elected 
secretary/treasurer of ASI and 
now moves into the role of vice 
president.

 A sheep and cattle producer in 
Glenrock, Wyo., Boner previously 
was chairman of the Mountain 
States Lamb Cooperative and has 
worked tirelessly for the sheep 
industry as a part of ASI’s Wool 
Council, Lamb Council and Let’s 
Grow Committee.

 A fifth-generation sheep rancher 
from Montana, Lehfeldt’s 
family has been involved in the 
sheep industry for 135 years. 
Lehfeldt has served on ASI’s 
Wool Council and is a director 
for the Montana Wool Growers 
Association. In addition, he served 
on the American Lamb Board 
and has been the sheep industry 
representative to the National 
Grazing Lands Coalition.

Three current representatives to 
the ASI Executive Board were 
reelected by the regions they 
represent and were joined by two 
newly elected regional directors. 
Steve Clements of South Dakota 
(Region IV), Sarah Smith of 
Washington (Region VIII) and 
Bob Harlan of the National 
Lamb Feeders Association were 
reelected. They are joined on the 
ASI Executive Board by Lisa 
Weeks of Virginia (Region II) and 
Bronson Corn (Region VI), who 
were both elected by their regions 
to serve on the ASI Executive 
Board for the first time. Executive 
Board members Laurie Hubbard 
(Region I), Anne Crider (Region 
III), Tammy Fisher (Region V) 
and Randy Tunby (Region VII) 
continue to serve in those roles 
to fill out the executive board for 
2021.

Coalition Calls for Reevaluating 
Scrapie Import Rule

A coalition of senators and 
representatives sent a letter in late 
January to Acting Secretary Kevin 
Shea of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture concerning the status 
of the Importation of Sheep, Goats 
and Certain Other Ruminants 
Rule, also known as the Scrapie 
Import Rule.

While the American Sheep 
Industry Association has 
repeatedly asked USDA to 

...CONTINUED on page 27 and 28
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prioritize export opportunities for 
American lamb, this rule would 
have “severe consequences for 
American sheep producers,” 
according to the letter signed 
by senators from North Dakota 
and Wyoming, as well as 
congressional representatives 
from North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Texas, Washington and Wyoming.

“This rule has severe 
consequences for American sheep 
producers including:

 “Allowing additional imports of 
lamb from countries (including 
the United Kingdom) who have 
an unfair trade advantage due 
to being highly governmentally 
subsidized. Our market is already 
overcrowded, with more than 
half of all lamb consumed being 
imported.

 “Undercutting efforts to open 
markets for American lamb. The 
United States will lose its leverage 
to negotiate lamb exports to the 
United Kingdom.

“Allowing animals and genetic 
materials into the United States 
that are scrapie positive. Not only 
does this create a flock health 
issue for producers, but it keeps 
the door closed to important trade 
partners such as Japan. Prior to 
the market closure, Japan was 
the top valued export market for 
American lamb.

“Risking introduction of a new 
disease into United States flocks, 
Schmallenberg Virus (SBV).

 “Please reevaluate this rule prior 
to its implementation based on 
current market conditions. It 
diminishes our global market 
position, further damages our 
struggling lamb industry, and lacks 
an economic analysis that reflects 
current market conditions.”

Catch ASI Convention Videos on 
YouTube

 Sheep producers who didn’t 
attend the American Sheep 
Industry Association Annual 
Convention last week can catch 
up on some of what they missed 
via the association’s YouTube 
channel.

 Videos of the Opening Session 
(featuring a panel of lamb 
processors), the Keynote Speaker, 
the Lamb Council and the Genetic 
Stakeholders Committee are all 
available. Additionally, three 
presentations from the Production, 
Education and Research Council 
are also available on YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/user/
SheepUSA1/videos

ASI Asks Producers to Complete 
Survey

The American Sheep Industry 
Association is conducting an online 
survey on animal identification 
and animal disease traceability 
systems. The objective of this 
survey is to acquire information 
from sheep producers on their use 
of animal identification systems 
and the implementation of a 
national animal disease traceability 
program.

The survey will close on March 5.

American Sheep Inventory Down 
1 Percent in 2020

The American sheep inventory 
totaled 5.17 million head – down 
1 percent from a year ago – as 
reported by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service on Jan. 29. 
Breeding ewes, ewes 1 year of 
age and older and the lamb crop 
were all down 1 percent, as well 
according to the report.

Shorn wool production was down 
4 percent to 23.1 million pounds 
in 2020. Sheep and lambs shorn 
totaled 3.28 million head, while the 
average price for wool sold in 2020 
was $1.66 per pound for a total of 
$34.8 million – down 15 percent 
from 2019.

In a bit of good news, however, 
sheep death loss during 2020 was 
down 4 percent from the previous 
year, while lamb death loss was 
down 5 percent. However, the 
total numbers on sheep death loss 
(210,000) and lamb death loss 
(388,000) were still higher than any 
producer would like them to be.

Texas is still the top sheep 
producing state at 730,000 with 
California (555,000), Colorado 
(445,000), Wyoming (340,000) 
and Utah (285,000) rounding 
out the top five. As has been the 
case in recent years, however, 
the largest increases (based on 
percentage) in sheep population 
were in the Eastern half of the 
United States. Tennessee, Virginia, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, the New England 
region and Indiana posted increases 
in 2020. Among Western states, 
only Arizona and Colorado 
recorded increases.

Visit https://usda.library.
cornell.edu/concern/
publications/000000018 to view 
the full report. 

Research Update Podcast: 
Shearing 101

Australian shearer Mike Pora 
regularly teaches shearing schools 
in the United States and was the 
guest on the January edition of the 
ASI Research Update Podcast to 
discuss Shearing 101.

https://soundcloud.com/user-
637754734/asi-research-update-
shearing-101

https://www.youtube.com/user/SheepUSA1/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/SheepUSA1/videos
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/000000018
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/000000018
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/000000018
https://soundcloud.com/user-637754734/asi-research-update-shearing-101
https://soundcloud.com/user-637754734/asi-research-update-shearing-101
https://soundcloud.com/user-637754734/asi-research-update-shearing-101
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WASHINGTON, Jan. 26, 2021 - Due to the national public health emergency caused by coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19), the U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced the temporary suspension of past-due debt 
collections and foreclosures for distressed borrowers under the Farm Storage Facility Loan and the Direct Farm Loan 
programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). USDA will temporarily suspend non-judicial foreclosures, 
debt offsets or wage garnishments, and referring foreclosures to the Department of Justice; and USDA will work with 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office to stop judicial foreclosures and evictions on accounts that were previously referred to the 
Department of Justice. Additionally, USDA has extended deadlines for producers to respond to loan servicing actions, 
including loan deferral consideration for financially distressed and delinquent borrowers. In addition, for the Guaranteed 
Loan program, flexibilities have been made available to lenders to assist in servicing their customers.

Today’s announcement by USDA expands previous actions undertaken by the Department to lessen financial hardship. 
According to USDA data, more than 12,000 borrowers—approximately 10% of all borrowers—are eligible for the relief 
announced today. Overall, FSA lends to more than 129,000 farmers, ranchers and producers.

“USDA and the Biden Administration are committed to bringing relief and support to farmers, ranchers and producers 
of all backgrounds and financial status, including by ensuring producers have access to temporary debt relief,” said 
Robert Bonnie, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary. “Not only is USDA suspending the pipeline of adverse 
actions that can lead to foreclosure and debt collection, we are also working with the Departments of Justice and 
Treasury to suspend any actions already referred to the applicable Agency. Additionally, we are evaluating ways to 
improve and address farm related debt with the intent to keep farmers on their farms earning living expenses, providing 
for emergency needs, and maintaining cash flow.”

The temporary suspension is in place until further notice and is expected to continue while the national COVID-19 
disaster declaration is in place.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides several different loans for producers, which fall under two main categories:

Guaranteed loans are made and serviced by commercial lenders, such as banks, the Farm Credit System, credit unions 
and other non-traditional lenders. FSA guarantees the lender’s loan against loss, up to 95 percent.

Direct loans are made and serviced by FSA using funds from the federal government.

The most common loan types are Farm Ownership, Farm Operating, and Farm Storage Facility Loans, with Microloans 
for each:

Farm Ownership: Helps producers purchase or enlarge a farm or ranch, construct a new or improve an existing farm or 
ranch building, pay closing costs, and pay for soil and water conservation and protection.

Farm Operating: Helps producers purchase livestock and equipment and pay for minor real estate repairs and annual 
operating expenses.

Farm Storage Facility Loans are made directly to producers for the construction of cold or dry storage and includes 
handling equipment and mobile storage such as refrigerated trucks.

Microloans: Direct Farm Ownership, Operating Loans, and Farm Storage Facility Loans have a shortened application 
process and reduced paperwork designed to meet the needs of smaller, non-traditional, and niche-type operations.

Contact FSA for more information. FSA encourages producers to contact their county office to discuss these programs 
and temporary changes to farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. For Service Center contact 
information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. For servicing information, access farmers.gov.  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider, employer and lender.

USDA Temporarily Suspends Debt Collections, Foreclosures and Other Activities 

on Farm Loans for Several Thousand Distressed Borrowers Due to Coronavirus

http://farmers.gov/coronavirus
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Small Flock Winter Lambing Preparation 

Joshua J. Dallin, M.S. Utah State University Extension Faculty  

 

Lambing season is one of the most exciting 
times of the year. The lambs are the product of 
strategic and well thought out breeding plans 
from the fall before, dedicated winter feeding 
programs, and extra husbandry efforts. Although 
lambing season is often the time that requires the 
most work for a producer, key preparation of 
facilities, supplies, and the ewes can aid in 
higher success when the lambs arrive. This is 
especially true for those small flock producers in 
Utah who lamb early in the months of December 
through March. 
 
Facilities 
Barns must be prepared prior to winter lambing 
to ensure a warm, clean, and dry place for ewes 
to lamb. It is recommend that an open pen be 
created inside the barn to allow separation of 
ewes that are very close to lambing from the rest 
of the flock. This pen, also known as a drop pen, 
should have clean bedding and should allow for 
ewes to be watched closely and locked up from 
the elements. This will help to ensure that lambs 
will be born in an environment where they can 
thrive.  

Figure 1: Ewes and Newborn Lambs in Jugs (Burch, 2021) 
 
It is recommended that lambing jugs also  
be set up in the barn. A jug is a small pen (see 
figure 1), recommended to be at least 5’ x 5’. A 
good rule of thumb is to have enough jugs to 
accommodate 8-10 % of the flock at once. The 
jugs serve as a place where proper mothering 
and imprinting can occur (Sexton, 2020).  
 
For drafty barns, you may opt to use heat lamps 
for lambs in jugs. Be sure to use them safely, as 
they can be a fire risk. Once a lamb is dry and 
actively nursing, there is no reason to continue 

using a heat lamp, unless the newborn is sick or 
compromised in some other way (Maryland 
Small Ruminant Page, 2021).  
 
Lambing Supplies 
Planning ahead for lambing supplies is a must. 
Most supply stores will not be open in the wee 
hours of the morning when something is needed. 
It is advised to buy a lambing kit (see figure 2) 
that you can fill with all that you will need.  

Figure 2: Essential Lambing Supplies Kit (Premier, 2021) 
 
Some recommended supplies to have on hand 
are: rubber gloves, OB lubricant, a lamb leg 
puller, a heat lamp/warming box, antibiotics, 
vaccines, needles/syringes, a thermometer, 
gentle iodine, a naval dipper, a feeding 
tube/large syringe, frozen colostrum, lamb milk 
replacer, lamb bottle nipples, propylene glycol, 
an OB S-curved needle, ear tags, a tag 
applicator, docking and castrating equipment, 
and a method (hand written or electronic) to 
keep birthing records (Schoenian, 2020).  
 
Ewe Preparation 
How producers feed ewes during late gestation 
can be a major determinant of lambing success. 
Approximately 70 percent of fetal growth occurs 
during the last 4 to 6 weeks of pregnancy. Most 
of the ewe's mammary (udder) growth also 
happens during this period. To meet the 
increased energy needs, it is often necessary to 
feed concentrates (grain), especially if the ewe is 
pregnant with multiple fetuses. If forage quality 
is low, it may be necessary to provide a 
supplemental source of protein and calcium 
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(Schoenian, 2020). It is always recommended to 
provide free choice minerals to your flock.  

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Pregnant Ewes Feeding  
 
Vaccination of ewes 2-4 weeks prior to lambing 
assists with their own health and will also be 
vital to the lambs as they will receive protection 
through passive immunity. There are many 
diseases for which sheep can be vaccinated, but 
the 3-way vaccination CDT (Clostridium 
Perfringes Types C&D-Tetanus Toxoid) is the 
only universally-recommended vaccine 
(Schoenian, 2014). 
 
For winter lambing, it is recommended that ewes 
are crutched (see figure 4) about a month before 
lambing. Crutching is when you shear and 
remove wool from around the udder and perianal 
area. This makes for cleaner lambing and it 
helps for lambs to more easily find and attach to 
the ewe’s teats. 
 
Keeping good records and using ram marking 
harnesses in the fall can help you to know when 
to move ewes to the barn and drop pens. The 
gestational cycle of a ewe averages 147 days. 
Moving them to the barn and drop pens close to 
a week ahead of their scheduled lambing time is 
recommended. If chalk harnesses were not used, 
there is no need to worry, your ewes will give 
you sure signs that they are close to lambing.  
 

As a ewe nears lambing her udder will enlarge, 
become full, and will be tight to the touch. She 
will also show signs of dilation of her vulva. 
These are sure signs that it is time to get her put 
in the barn, separated from the main flock, and 
protected from the elements. 
 
Conclusion 
Key preparation of facilities, supplies, and the 
overall ewe flock are key to the success of 
lambing. Being prepared will allow producers to 
focus more on the immediate attention that ewes 
and lambs will need during parturition and once 
the lambs hit the ground. Preparation will 
minimize stress and will help to maximize 
productivity in the winter lamb barn.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4: Crutched Ewe (Schoenian, 2020) 
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The Auxiliary! 
Happy New Year! We are excited to start 2021 by featuring Dr. Kandi L. Duff. Kandi purchased her first Columbia 

sheep flock at the age of 17.  She was involved in 4-H for 10 years, an FFA member, including holding a state office, and 
showed sheep and goats all across the Midwest winning many titles for her sheep and in showmanship. 

Kandi and her husband, Mike, began their blackface seedstock operation in 1990.  2020 commemorates 30 years 
in the industry. Mike and Kandi live in Blackfoot, Idaho, have been married for 37 years, have six children and six 
grandchildren. Duff Livestock currently runs 260 Suffolk and Suffolk-Hampshire cross stud ewes producing range 
rams for the commercial sheep industry.  Their yearling terminal sires sell throughout the Western states.  The breeding 
program is designed to sire rams that produce a lamb that will grow at high rates, prove to be feed efficient, yield a high 
cutability score in the processing plant, and generate dollars of profit for the producer on today’s sophisticated pricing 
grids.  

They performance tests each lamb, calculating data that directly correlates to the efficient production of the superior 
quality American lamb U.S. consumers expect and deserve. Kandi is a member of the Utah, Idaho, California, Nevada, 
and Wyoming Woolgrowers Associations. Kandi serves as the Secretary/Treasurer of the Bingham County Livestock 
Marketing Association, a wool pool and livestock marketing cooperative.  She is also a member of the Bingham County 
and Idaho Farm Bureau Federations, and is a former 4-H Leader, FFA Advisor, and Cub Scout Leader. Kandi received 
her B.S. from the University of Idaho in agricultural education. She received her M.Ed. in Instructional Technology and 
Doctorate in Educational Leadership, Higher Ed Administration, from Idaho State University.  

In the public schools she taught physical science, biology, math, and veterinary science, retiring in 2017. She also 
taught anatomy and physiology and astronomy classes for Idaho State University and the College of Western Idaho as 
an adjunct professor through the Early College Program.  Previously, she taught at Brigham Young University-Idaho 
and helped to develop the agricultural education program at that university as well as spearheaded the accreditation 
process for the program. Kandi was named Idaho Science Teacher of the Year in 2002.  Currently, Kandi is the General 
Education Learner Experience Manager at Western Governors University.  Recently, she represented WGU in a 
presentation at the National Science Teachers Association, has co-authored a book chapter on keys to retention of pre-
service and in-service teachers, conducted research on retention in STEM careers, and helped develop short videos that 
were infused into the physical science curriculum to increase student understanding. 

Kandi, THANK YOU for your commitment and love for the industry!
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Are you concerened about the drought and climate change?  
Wyoming Extension has you covered. Check out their latest 
publication, "Climate Change on the Range: Monitoring and 
Adaptation for Sustainability." 

Description: Climate change-related uncertainties complicate 
development of rangeland management practices to cope and 
adapt at regional and smaller spatial scales. Recognizing that these 
changes can potentially have strong impacts on rangeland systems, 
the Sustainable Rangelands Roundtable (SRR) convened a working 
group to consider the sustainability of rangelands under changing 
climate conditions. While much work on climate change impacts 
has focused on measuring risk and reducing uncertainty, the SRR 
working group focused on adaptation to reduce vulnerability and 
enhance resilience. Check out the full publication here:  
https://www.wyoextension.org/agpubs/pubs/mp-139.pdf. 
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